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City of Demorest, Georgia 

Minutes from City Council Work Session 

Special Called Meeting  

Tuesday, December 27, 2016  

6:30 PM – Demorest Municipal Building   

The Mayor and Council met for a scheduled council meeting on Tuesday, December 27, 2016. 

Present for the meeting was Mayor Rick Austin, Councilmen Sean Moore and John Popham, 

and Councilwoman Florence Wikle.  Also present for the meeting was City Manager Steve 

Lindsey, City Clerk Marlena Sosebee, City Attorney Joey Homans, City Treasurer Joely Mixon, 

and Fire Chief Ken Ranalli. Councilman Jerry Harkness was absent from the meeting. 

Councilman John Popham arrived to the meeting at 7:04 PM. 

Councilwoman Wikle gave the invocation and Mayor Austin led the pledge to the flag.  

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

Mayor Austin asked if there were any amendments to the agenda. At this time Downtown 

Development Authority was deleted from the agenda and consideration of installing sewer lines 

to HWY 365 was added.  

Councilman Moore made a motion to approve the amended agenda and a second was received 

by Councilwoman Wikle (3-0) 

Councilwoman Wikle made a motion to approve the minutes from December 6, 2016 Council 

Meeting. A second was received by Councilman Moore. (3-0) 

At this time there was not anyone to appear before Mayor and Council for public comment.  

After discussion of considering adopting the Habersham County Animal Control Ordinance and 

discussing the outstanding cost of about $16,000.00 it was decided because there was not a 

full Council in attendance to table the agenda item. Councilwoman Wikle made a motion to 

table the adopting of the Animal Control Ordinance and a second was received by Councilman 

Moore. (3-0) 

Mayor Austin told Council of a potential buyer of land on HWY 365. They have requested to 

have sewer. Our SPLOST funds were intended for this purpose. Our Public Utilities Department 

feels confident they would be able to complete the majority of the work so we would save 

expense of contractors. If the potential buyer moves forward this property would be annexed 

into the City. Council agreed this is needed and could have the potential of further 

development in the area.  

City Treasurer Joely Mixon came before Mayor and Council to discuss the financials for the 

City.  

Chief Ranalli came before Mayor and Council and introduced Chad Black who is an outside 

consultant to look at the need for a potential fire truck purchase. Mr. Black agreed with Chief 

Ranalli about the need for the fire truck. He stated if bought used you would be piecing 

together what needs to be up to code. A potential used truck may not be able to be customized 

to what is needed or required for code. If purchased new it would be covered under warranty. 

Councilman Wikle asked about the potential cost of having two vehicles and if the cost would 

be less expensive than the estimated cost of $575,000.00 (new built fire engine).He stated in 
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order to customize a rescue truck and also a fire engine if bought used it would total to be the 

same amount. Councilwoman Wikle inquired if there are any grants for the purchase of a fire 

engine. Chief Ranalli stated there is not at this time that he is aware of. Chief Ranalli was 

asked to reach out to Archway to see if they could potentially learn of any grants that could 

help with the purchase. The Council agreed to discuss the potential of a fire engine in March 

2017.  

City Manager Lindsey stated that InfoSend will be sending out the utility bills at the first of the 

month as planned.  

Mayor Austin stated that he would like to proceed with the Council Meeting for January 3, 

2017. Councilman Moore agreed and they would discuss the schedule of the meetings if 

necessary to change due to a conflict with a City event or holiday.  

Councilman Moore made a motion to enter into executive session and a second was received by 

Councilman Popham. (3-0)      

After executive session discussion, Councilman Popham made a motion to re-enter open 

session and a second was received by Councilman Moore (3-0). 

Councilwoman Wikle made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and a second was received by 

Councilman Popham (3-0). 


